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Many of the Prominent Members of Washington's Club Will Resign
in Retaliation for the Rejection of Major General H. C. Corbin.
Those Who Know Something of ihe Interior A ffairs of the
Organization Are Laughing Quietly at the “Affront.”

FRITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY RE

Clubs are, by the nature of
fzation, rather private than pu
tions, and discussion of what tra i
witkln them is of necessity drawn out sub
rosa.

It Is very well ascartnined, however, that
Major General H. C. Corbin was not ad-
mitted to membership of the Metropalitnn
Club of Waslingtoa, the swell ciub of the
national cupital

In retaliation for this rejectd
ber of leading army officers
from membership, and others, it
follow. e

Those who know something of the Interior
affalrs of the Metropolitap Club of Wash-
Ington are laughing quiefiy &t the “‘affront”
sought to be put upan General Corbin. :

The complaint against the famous English
journalist. Edmund Yates, bLrought by
Thackeray, ls a matter of history,

It rent the Garrick Club In London, and
showed how great Influences will fight for
thelr friends in club matters, The con-
troversies between the Corbln end antl-
Corbla man In the Metropolitan Club are
$kalr to gTow lote a5 famous a controveray

ithdrawn
is sald, wiil

., & num- |

2= that among Dickens and Thackeray and
Yates,

It is: related of o very wealthy man who
was elected to Congress a few years ago
that the first thing he Al when he began
lils prenaratlen for changing his residence
from New York to Washington was to tel-
to a well-known membear of the
Itan Club asking him to have
ted u member by the tima he came
to the nationul capltal the first week In
December.

MAN WHO RECEIVED TELEGRAM
TOLD ABOUT REQUEST.

The man who recelved the telegram had
never heard of the Congressman, and he
told mbout the request,

Tha result wjgs that the Congressaman
was never elected to the Metropolltan
Club and never will be.

When Thomas F. Walsh, the millionaire
mina owner from Colorado, went to Wash-
Ington to moke It his winter home and
dazzle the old-Uimers with his wealth and
the jawels of his wife and daughter, he was
proposed for membership in the Metropoll-
tan.

Hlz pame yas promptly withdraws, A
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year later, after Mr, Walsh and his wealth
had had full opportunity to operute in
Washington, and the Washingtonlans had
learned that Mr. Walsh had the right sart
of stuff In him, he was proposed agaln and
permitted himeelf to be elected unanimous-
Iy to a club by which he bad once been
blackballed.

When Major General Henry C. Corbin,
Adjutant Gereral of the TUnited States,
Army, who will in the coursa of the next
three or four years command the army,.
was considered for membership the other
day he was not elected, so that for the
first time in Its history the Metropolitan
s likely soon to be without the General
commanding the army on its active Nst
ONE OF THE WORLD'S MOST
EXCLUSIVE ORGANIZATIONS.

The Metropolitan Club is one of the most
exclusive clubs in the world, and at the
same tims ony of ths most democratie, It
will jelect a. department clerk to member-
ship, 1t he HEppens to be a member of one
of the old familles, without a word,

It“will gefect’ the most eminent citizen of
the’ United Btaten If there happens to be
some local preju'dlce egainst him. In this 1t
Is nb respecter of parsons, Every attache of
& foreign legation finds welcome within its
walls. Lord' Alfred Douglas was politely

asked 10 withdraw his'card almost befors
he had had an epportunity to look eut of
the windows af the equipesw rumning 3

streel,

The denlal of membarship to General Cor-
bin by n certain element hns glven rise to
o question of whoether 1t Is & purely soclal
organization or semiofMcial in ita charao-
ter. This problem has been golng on with-
fn the club for & long perlod, and it has
bren suggested that ths by-laws of the
club should be amended mo that the ofMiclal
stntus of an applleant for membership
ghould te entirely eliminated, Tha resuilt
wught ty thia would bs that the club
grant no greater privileges or courteales to
the fore'gner than would ba extended to an
American eltizsn, and especially one occu-
pying the high rank held by General Cor-
bin.

In club eclreles this sublect hps been =0
gharply discussed that It s sajd that the
elub parlor s occupled -almest exclusively
by the Amerlcan members, while the for-
elgn and diplomatio contingent usually fre-
quent the “loggla,” Just mcross the hall
from the parlor, Of course, this may be a
mere ciroumstance, but it has been fre-
quently remarked by the dally habditues of
the olub,

While it {s generally conceded that the
Metropolitan Club is the most exclustve as-
sociation of its kind In Washington, iis rules
and regulations are, llke thoss of many
gimilar organizations, elastie, and may be
stretohed te mest ocertain comtingencles
EENNOR QUESADA DENIED
MEMEERSHIP AT ONE TTMR
"\ mriking tnident = Tesalled In the cxre

of Senor Quesadn. at pressnt the Minister
from Cuba.

A short time ago, before he became the
official representative at the national ecapl-
tal, he was denied membership. Now he
enjoys the ex-officlo membership givea to
Ambasandors and foreign Minlsters.

It is denled that there exists in tha elub
an element seeking to bar out noted per-
sons. Benators, Representatives, -army and
navy officers, Federal officials, prominent
cltizens there nnd elsewhare, have repeated-
ly been denied admission bacnuse they wore
objectonabla to two members of the Board
of Governors—two belng mufticlent to cause
rejection. In this club thgs fiftesn governors
pass upon the qualifications of applicants.

Thera appears to be an element In the
e¢lub {ntent upon trylng to force the lssue
as to whather the officlal position shall out-
walgh all other objeoctions in ths case of
representatives of forelgn Powers and not
apply to American officials who are pro-
posed for membership,

The first president of the club was W. W.
Corcotan. He was followed by Rear Ad-
miral C. R. P. Rodgers. Then came Rear
Admiral Jobn L. Worden, The Iste Judge
John Davis was president from 1859 to 13%.
. Bq was succeeded by Admiral George Deme

oy, who held office untfl 191, when hs was
succeseded by John A. Kasson. Rear Ad-
miral John A. Walker, retired, iz the presi-
dent now.

The p Includes President Roose-
velt, Becretary Root, Secretary Hay, Secre-
tary Moody, Becretary Hitchcock and At-
torney General Knox, General Miles, Gen-
eral Schofield, Rear Admiral BSchley and
many other officers of the army and navy,
and departmental officials, some of ths Int-
ter at present occupying low-grade olerk-
ships.

The memberzhip also Includes many dis-
tinguished men who are not in officlal lfe,
but whose wealth, soclal standing or good
fellowship has sdmitted them to member-
ship In this exclusive organimation.
WHLL-KNOWN MEMBFRS OF
TERN MPETROPOLITAN.

Consplouous among the nonresident mem-~
bars ars formar Vice Presidant Lavi P. Mor-
ton, J. Plerpont Morgan, A. J. Cassatt, W.
Bourke Cockran, Perry Belmont, John E.
Drexal, C. B. Falrchild,. Hamiiton Fish,
Henry C. Frick, L. AL Quigg, Francis P,
Gresna, Qlament A. Griscom, Morris K. Jes-
¥n Dige Jerillard, Clayten MolMivhaek

Lewis Nixon, Charles P. Taft, 8. Davie
Warfield, former Bemator Wolcott, George
Creighton, Webb and O. H. P. Belmont

The present Governing Committes has dls~
tinguished its administration by falling ta
elect at least twenty-one candidates for
mission. Harry Thaw, the Earl of
mouth and several prominent Federal of
fice-holders were thus passed.

The club's oconstitution provifes thal
members shall ba elested by the Governing
Committes by ballot. Candidates rinst bhe
proposed by one parmanent member and
#econded by another. Names of candidates
and their sponsors must be posted In thel
elub st least fourteen days before ball
takes place. The board consists of ffteen
members, and ng ballot ghall be valld unless
elght members of the boasd are
Two dissenting votes will in any event em<
clude such candldate,

The by-laws further provide that the pro-
poser and sponsor of a candidate for ads
mission are required to send the Board off
Governora letters of recommendation, give
Ing the name and place of resifence of the
candidate, his profession or cccupation emdl

such statemant of ki officlal guallfeiiens
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